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I am pleased to sce that, in informal working groupsz,
congiderable progress has been made in developing veorious draf

articles on the 1living resources of the ssa which have a significant
measure of supporbt in the conference. Of coursce.all couniries have

g

reservations about specific details of various drafts snd I am sure
that no one here feels that the interests of his country have been
fully met in abt least some drafts. MNeverthelecs the development of

wilfied nepotiating texts, is indispensable. T congratulate those

t
who have particlpated with sincerely, good-will and statemanship

o &

in this essentlal work. I miy hb a1 a speciel word for &l members
of Canadat's delegavion. e

I firnly believe that the cenlerence now nust altack the
h .
remaining problems with urgeney end with determination to reach
pgrecment as soon as pocsible. In our vmcw, the reason for urgency

is very simple: the living resources of the sea -~ the fish, are in

A

danzere  Thio is particularly true in areas where intoensive fﬂsnar'eu
have been condvoted for mony years and ctocks are being depleted at

an accelovating rate. Tt takes time to reastore depletsd stecksy for

- R i e rreives ~yrem Nrevvrr g mca b lyak s P O
some AL will tede many yeorse  Fvery yoon that a global agrecment e

us the damose is greaber and the recovery pericd longer.
State Dept. review completed . D ceord
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Canada's origins are closely bound to fisheries. Almost

500 years ago John Csbot explored the Grand Banks of Newfoundland and

'Y

éaxd he found cod co abundant he cowldd £ill a backel lowered over the

side to the brim. TFrom these beginnings grew the fishing communities of

0

Newfoundland and the Maritime provinces of Canada. These commmnities

are vitally dependent on fish and fishing for their basic existence.

Tn the vivid words of our distinguished colleague from Yceland,
Neufoundlend, Jjust as fceland, might formerly have been defined as

a rock surrounded by fish.

1

i
i

I say "formzrly"™ becavese the last few yeors have seen a
iragic decline in the calches by Cenadats Atlantic fishermen. One

by one the stocks of vital concern to them have decreased-some below ams

¥ : voany
biolegicelly accepted minimam level. HMost others con no longer be

« _
fished economically.
These civcumstences have created severe economic problems

Yo

threstening the existence of many Cinadicn coasbal comswnities. Thcre
js no prospect for irprovement this year, indeed further declines arec

expeeted and 1976 will prebably be worse. Johm Cabot would be a very

disappointed man if he dropped his basket over the side loday.

e 13
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" Canzdats problem is nobt unigue. In virtually every area

where sntensive internsiionsl fisherics have operated for mony years

the ctory is very similar.

In such areas sophlsticated seientilic

technicuezs have often been brought to bear on the problems of

-

overfishing. These have had little effect under present jurisdictional

ayransements. In other parts of the world, vhere inbensive fisheries

are JUhu beginning to build, times mey still seem relat ivcl" goods

as Ticheries build so does the optimisnm of the fisheormen. But the

same story has been repeated again and ggein in 1nucruﬂtﬂonal

fisherics - fisherie's build beyond the capoeity of the resources to

~sustain them and the esult is depletion end economic and social

diuustcr for coastzl conw

mndtics, particuldrly for small boat

fishermen who do not have the option of fishing clscwhere.

“«

; A runber of states represented in this Cenference see

resources lying at their doorstep undergoling initial oxploitelion

by en interrational fleet

Irom b*u e exporicnee wie

o vear or two con convert

Pisharpman ond enaslal

fanint!
[antiit]

and buing subjeocted to expanding development.
can assure choem t‘x by withmodern techuclozy,

dreens of an cexpanding future for coastal

-

r\
‘)
.J
)
3

pnities to borimupbey and soclal dislo

ecel{

Approved For Release 2003/02/27 : CIA-RDP82$00697R000400030012-0



- 4 -

What is the reason for the decline in the catch by

S«

Cenadian Tishermen off cur shores, for instance? The main reason

ds not Cansdats doing. The expanding develepment of disbunt water

fishing activities has not only pre-ewmpted the opportunities of
Canadion fishermen but has resulted in excess fiching effort that
has driven the stoecks Lo their present low levels. A deecrcase in

such distant-uater {ishing effort is czsential to restore the stocks

and the balance betueen resowrce avallability and fishing capacity.

Hou can such objectives be achieved? . Canada is bending

l! 03
every effort to rcach & broad muliilsteral agrecment through this

Conference and to create a regime providing for the wise use of

living resources for the benefit of oll. Ve are commibled to give

other states access to our econowmic zone to take surpluscs beyond

Cansda's capacilty to harvdst. Ve are committed to full consultation
regarding mensgement and  allocation with nations fishing in our zoae.
Regardless of the mechanism, however, we mw sL ensure a rcduction of

distont-veler fishing effort off our shores. This will not enly

‘%
-

improve Canadian opportunities but will also a 10: othor states

to Fizh the surplis in a more efficient and profitshle nanncr.

t|¢5
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Qur coanitment to multilalersl agrecment is decp, bub

our ability to wait is limited by harsh reslitics as we move into

“a new fishing season in which further declines in our stocks are
expected.  We must ask ourselves seriously whether or not tine

is running out. Fishermen camnmot cab negotiabing texts. Iish

4 ~ Ry ~ PPN S T P A U et ) T st 1o erert gaes
stocks cannot be rabullt on negotiating textse T urge delegates

in the few days remaining to them to press forward with an intensity

comncnsurate with the severiby of the problems that beset us.

This conference is not the only forum in which fisheries
{
. By . . A 3 ) Y .
problens will be discussed in the noxt few months. JIn vardous
mliilateral organizations and in bilateral discuesions, Canada

will be appealing to nations fishing off our shores to face the facts

)

of appalling declines in abundance of {he stocks and to be prepared

"
to accept the stringent conservation measures that ere undenlably

needed to halt these declines.

T make these appsols in ell sincerdity, believing that a

Y
s

broad accord is the besh basis for an egultable sobttlement. lowever,
under existing conditions, T do not think it wweasonable for

belesguered coasbal. states, such as Conada, to explore possibilities

of protecking thelr Justifichle invcrestno,
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such poesibilitics are being debated by the Cenadian public at the
present time. It is not difficult to imegine the dircetion of

thinking of a Cenadian fisherman standing on shore with an empby net.

However, I did not come here to rattle sabres. My

1

remaris have been made to stress the vrgency of achievimg ¢lobal,
regionel and bileberal nogotiations to stop resource depletion and
éstablish a Iirin basis for mansgement of the fisherics of the world
in the fvture. I am appealing for co-oporation, a co-oporation
vhich recognizes the lcgitimupo rights of coestal fishermen and

the dnterests oficthcfinations vhich fish the sawme stocks. HMHost
fish stocks benefils no

of 211 wo musl veco

one. T moke this appeal because I am convineed that other

.

]

countries arc as deeply committed as Canada to developing a

practical franswerk: for the solution of resource proble that
. . ,

.

nov secm dntractable. Our mutual sinceriily will be tested when

we review the resulbts of this sessicon of the conforance  end see

[9]

thelr coifects on dnternational fisheries relations in the near

. e
'

future. I the resvlis are found Jaclking, a dzep sense of

disappointment mey seb dne I hope thic will not be the case.

Approved For Release 2003/02/27 : CIA-RDP82S00697R000400030012-0




